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Learning a language is a holistic process
that goes beyond the academic task of acquiring
and being able to reproduce information about
a subject. Students need to develop social
skills and communication skills in order to be
able to communicate successfully with others.



They need to become interested in the wealth
of knowledge that being able to understand
English gives them access to. And they need to
be comfortable and confident using English so
that they can have the poise required to
communicate successfully.

In order to achieve mastery over English,
it is necessary for students to have sufficient
opportunities to use English for meaningful
communication. I see our role as teachers as
similar to that of curators in an art gallery.
We find and create situations and materials
which allow students to engage with English.
As much as possible, we focus on actual
communication between the students and English
speakers, both our English teachers and also
guests to the school. Class materials focus on
presenting the students with examples of real
language use. We create videos of native
speakers using English in authentic situations
and develop activities to help the students
process that language and make it their own.
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I measure our success in pursuing that goal
by the degree to which students actually
succeed in communicating in English. That
communication might be something as simple as
a seventh grader having a short conversation
with a foreign guest to our school, or as
sophisticated as a graduate going on to have
a career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
When 1 talk with graduates of our school, I am
consistently impressed by their ambition to
use English in their lives. Almost everyone |
talk to has studied or lived overseas and many
are using English for work. What’ s more, they
seem to be enjoying using English and their
ability to speak English enriches their lives.
For me this is evidence of the success of the
English program at Friends School.
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